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Answer the following questions about your visit to the District Court. The completed task is to be submitted to judicialtrainer@jpfed.org.nz at the same time Assignment 2 is due. 

Speaking with your mentor
In addition to observing a court session, you will need to contact your mentor to discuss their court experiences. You are encouraged to ask questions beyond those listed here. 
Arranging a court visit
Your visit to the court should be arranged through your Mentor and your JP Association Court Panel Manager who will seek the approval of the Court Manager. 
What court session should you observe?
In order to answer the questions for this activity you may observe any court. You may need to observe more than one session if the court you observed was insufficiently varied to enable you to answer every question.
Ideally you should observe a Justice of the Peace, but a Community Magistrate or Judge lead court will suffice if you cannot attend a Justice of the Peace court. If unable to observe an entire court sitting, you may need to observe more than one court session to complete this observation form. 
Different types of court sessions that Justices of the Peace are rostered to deal with:
· Remands and Bails
· List Courts
· Judge Alone Trials (these used to be called defended hearings)
District Courts differ from each other in what they call their court sessions and what courts Justices sit in. Your mentor can explain to you what kinds of court sessions Justices of the Peace participate in locally. 
General Advice for Court Observations
When attending court:
· Ensure the Deputy Registrar (court taker) knows you are attending court and will be taking notes. 
· Arrange with the court taker to sit somewhere in the court where you can make notes (often at the media desk). Do not take notes if you are seated in the public area. 
· Do not sit at the bench with the Judge, Justice of the Peace or Community Magistrate.
· Make sure that the notes you take are on procedural matters, not details of the evidence of any of the cases before the court or actual names.



Court Observation Arrests

Arrange a time with your mentor to have a discussion about their experiences in court.

· Tell me about the first time you sat in court as a judicial Justice of the Peace.

· How long did it take you to feel confident sitting as a judicial Justice?

· Have you ever disagreed with another judicial Justice about the outcome of a trial or what sentence to impose?

· Who has been the most helpful to you during court sittings?

· How do your relationships with court staff work, and how well do you get on?

· How do you prepare yourself for court so that your mental concentration and demeanor are appropriate?

· Describe times when you have had to deal with unusual or difficult people, or speak in very plain English for someone?                


Answer these questions after observing at least one court session
1. What court did you visit? 

2. What judicial officer/s (Judge, Justices, Community Magistrate) presided? 

3. What kind of court session did you observe (JAT, arrest court, list court, Case Review Hearing etc.)? If you are unsure, what kinds of cases were being dealt with? 

4. Explain where you sat during the court observation
Court conduct and communication
5. What other agencies/roles did you see in court?

6. What was the extent of their communication with the bench/with each other?

7. What was the demeanor of the Justices/Judge/Community Magistrate? 

8. Could you hear the judicial officer clearly and understand what they were saying?

9. Did you hear examples of plain English and/or helpfulness on their behalf?

10. What examples of human awareness did you see?

Remands and Adjournments
11. Were any of the cases you observed adjourned to a new date? What reasons were given for the adjournments? 

12. Were any defendants remanded on bail when their cases were adjourned? 

13. What kinds of bail conditions were the most common? Were any defendants subject to unusual or interesting conditions of bail?

14. If defendants were not remanded on bail, what kind of remand were they subject to?

 
Decision Making
15. What kinds of decisions did the judicial officer have to make in the court session you observed? Give some examples.

16. Did the judicial officer give reasons for why they made those decisions? Give some examples, if they did.

17. Were the decisions clear and easy to understand? Why/why not?
Record below any other observations you made during this court observation and conversation with your mentor:
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