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[bookmark: _Hlk34659716]Answer the following questions about your visit to the District Court. The completed task is to be submitted to judicialtrainer@jpfed.org.nz at the same time Assignment 1 is due. 
This task is not assessed but after it has been submitted you will be provided with feedback which you may find of assistance as you progress through other aspects of the Judicial Studies Course.

[bookmark: _Hlk34659795]Arranging a court visit
Your visit to the court should be arranged through your Mentor and your JP Association Court Panel Manager who will seek the approval of the Court Manager. 

What court session should you observe?
In order to answer the questions for this activity you are encouraged to arrange to attend a List Court or a JAT court. Remand (arrest courts), jury trial courts, sentencing and case review courts may not be sufficiently varied in court activity to complete this observation. 
Ideally you should observe a Justice of the Peace, but a Community Magistrate or Judge lead court will suffice if you cannot attend a Justice of the Peace court. If unable to observe an entire court sitting, you may need to observe more than one court session to complete this observation form. 
Different types of court sessions that Justices of the Peace are rostered to deal with:
· Remands and Bails
· List Courts
· Judge Alone Trials (these used to be called defended hearings)
District Courts differ from each other in what they call their court sessions and what courts Justices sit in. Your mentor can explain to you what kinds of court sessions Justices of the Peace participate in locally. 

General Advice for Court Observations
When attending court:
· Ensure the Deputy Registrar (court taker) knows you are attending court and will be taking notes. 
· Arrange with the court taker to sit somewhere in the court where you can make notes (often at the media desk). Do not take notes if you are seated in the public area. 
· Do not sit at the bench with the Judge, Justice of the Peace or Community Magistrate.
· Make sure that the notes you take are on procedural matters, not details of the evidence of any of the cases before the court or actual names.

[bookmark: _Hlk34659929]Court Observation List or JAT
Name:
Take note of the:
· Atmosphere of the court and the layout of the courtroom.
· Duties and responsibilities of the officers who work in the courtroom, e.g. Registrar (court taker), court attendants, Prosecutor, Counsel.
· Court procedures, paying particular attention to:
· The protocols of opening and closing the court
· Order of proceedings
· Manner of handling the proceedings of the court.

1. [bookmark: _Hlk34719425]What court did you visit? 
2. What judicial officer/s (Judge, Justices, Community Magistrate) presided? 
3. What kind of court session did you observe (JAT, arrest court, list court, Case Review Hearing etc.)? If you are unsure, what kinds of cases were being dealt with?
4. Explain where you sat during the court observation
Describe the general court procedures
5. Describe what happened when the Judge, Magistrate or Justice(s) first entered the courtroom.
6. Describe the function of the Registrar or Court Taker in the courtroom.
7. Describe what procedures were followed when the court finished all the cases for the day.

Each case in court starts with the calling of the defendant’s name. Describe what happened following that when the defendant was:
8. Not present in court
9. Present in court and unrepresented.
10. Present in court and represented by counsel.

In the majority of cases, the defendant must enter a plea to any offence they are charged with. Describe the procedures the Judge, Magistrate or Justices followed once the defendant who was present in court was asked to plead to the charge:
11. What happened after the defendant entered a guilty plea?
12. What happened after the defendant entered a not-guilty plea?


Do you have any other observations? Did anything surprise you or interest you? Write your observations here. 
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